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The main aim of the project is to investigate the beginnings of the theory of the state, its practice 

(governance), and its development throughout the history of Europe. The main issues will be focused on 

the roots of European theory of the state in the ancient world (with restriction to the research mainly to the 

Greek and Roman culture), its changes in the Byzantine area and its outlines in the scripts of great 

Catholic thinkers.  

The research concept is based on a deep and contextualized analysis of historical sources, shaping the 

content and the function of special institutions. The theory and practice of the modern state, both have its 

roots in our common European history, reaching back up to the ancient times. Discovering and describing 

the main historical models can contribute to the future development of “good governance”.  

An important field of the project is the investigation of the public administration and the public service in 

the Late Roman and Byzantine Empire. The ancient patterns had a serious effect on the modern “merit 

system” and “spoils system”. The problem of centralisation and decentralisation is also a very old 

challenge: historical models offer 

abstract analysis, also for modern 

researchers and students. 

The language of the course is 

English. 
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Abstract – Topics 

The course would like to remark the importance of the byzantine civilization with special regards to the 

organization of the State. In few words, the Byzantine experiences seem to come to us, up to now, as 

some important teachings, not only how to organize a State or an Empire, but also about topics, which are 

fundamental in the contemporary State: like the role played by the intelligence system, the issue of the 

migrations, the security of the State itself.  

The final question is whether the contemporary Europe and with it the decision makers are conscious of 

the lesson coming from Byzantium? Of course the reply to this question would imply, necessarily, also the 

study of the elite and their quality now in Europe and in the World. 

Professor Danilo Ceccarelli Morolli is ordinary professor of Roman and Byzantine Law in the Faculty of 

Oriental Canon Law of the Pontifical Oriental Institute (Vatican) and associate professor of Roman Law in 

the Law Faculty of the Telematic Univeristy “G. Marconi” (Rome, Italy). 

National University of Public Service, Educational building, Üllői út 82. Budapest 1083 

Program 

Sept. 25. (Tuesday) 14.00. – Lesson 1 – Floor III room 309. 

– “TIME LINE” – General Introduction to the Byzantine Civilization with special reference to the Emperor 

and his duties and prerogatives  

Sept. 25. (Tuesday) 16.00. – Lesson 2 – Floor I room 106. 

– “LESSON OF MODERNITY” FROM BYZANTIUM – case study: the Byzantine Intelligence 

Sept. 26. (Wednesday) 16.00 – Lesson 3 – Floor IV room 405. 

– “LESSONS OF MODERNITY” FROM BYZANTIUM – case study: the immigration in ancient Rome and 

in Byzantium and the Byzantine Office for Barbarians 

Sept. 28. (Friday) 14.00 – Lesson 4 – Floor IV room 403. 

– SUMMARY – conclusion of the course, time for discussion and questions with the students 

 

 

 

 

 

 


